EMMELINE B. WELLS

* HISTORICAL 1828 - 1921
* Women'’s Suffrage L eader
* Editor

Emmeine B. Wdlswas indrumentd in the suffrage movement of Utah women. In 1887, when Congress
took away the right to vote from Utah Territory women, she joined with others to form the Woman
Suffrage Association of Utah. They succeeded intheir cause and Utah women were again granted theright
to vote in 1896 when Utah became a dtate.

Emmdine was born in Petersham, Massachusettsin 1828. Her father died when shewasvery young. She
graduated at age 14 from New Salem Academy and taught school. Shejoined the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saintsin 1842. She married James Harris and in 1844 they migrated to Nauvoo, lllinais.
After the murder of Joseph Smith, Emmeine's month-old son died and her husband deserted her. She
married Newel K. Whitney as a plural wife and traveled to Utah as a pioneer. Newe Whitney died in
1850. She married Daniel H. Wells in 1852. She was unshakable in her commitment to plural marriage
and fdt that women’s rightsand plural marriage were complementary. “In plurad marriage awoman found
the persond freedom and independence to exercise her rights as a member of society.” She was sdlf-
reliant and was an early advocate of women'srights.

Emmdine becamethe editor of The Woman' s Exponentin1877. This publication was an atempt to give
the world aview of LDSwomen asintelligent individua s and responsble wives and mothers. They hoped
to change the popular image of themsdlves as* stupid, degraded, heart-broken”victims of polygamy. The
Exponent advocated women'srights. It's dogan was, ” The Rights of the Women of Zion and the Rights
of the Women of dl Nations” Feminigt articles and speeches were frequently quoted in the publication.
Emmdinejoined withfemaewriters, SusaY oung Gatesand L ouisaL ulaGreene, to establish theWWoman's
Press Club in 1891. Its purpose was to encourage women's literary efforts.

One of her most ambitious undertaking while serving as President of the LDS Relief Society was to
establish a Church-wide program encouraging women to grow and storewhest. For fifty years Emmeline
adminigtered the Relief Society’ swidespread operations. They included buying, sdlling and loaning storage
gran. Thewomen contributed 2,000 bushelsto providerelief to southern Utah when the areaexperienced
a severe drought from 1889-1901. Carloads of flour were sent to San Francisco following the 1906
earthquake and many morewere sent to Chinathefollowing year torelievefamine. Over 200,000 bushels
of wheat was sold to the U.S. government during World War 1. Emmeline received persond
commendation in 1919 from President Woodrow Wilson.

Emmdine enjoyed friendships with women' s suffragettes, Susan G. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and
Carrie Chapman Catt. She represented Utah women in the National Women' s Suffrage Association and
the Nationa and International Councils of Women. She served as liaison between Mormon and non-
Mormon women and helped bring the LDS community into the maindream of American society. This
extraordinary woman is honored with a marble bust placed in the Utah State Capitol in 1928.



